In the three years since the publication of the last edition of Recent Advances in Ophthalmology there have been several important advances which impinge directly on the daily clinical practice of every ophthalmologist. There are now several new therapeutic options to consider for the patient with open angle glaucoma, and the ophthalmologist needs help to make appropriate decisions. Unfortunately, although there are two sections devoted to glaucoma, this particular aspect is not adequately covered.
However, for the surgeon aware but with little knowledge of the possibility of retinal damage from the operating microscope, the chapter on ocular phototoxicity by Lerman is timely, informative, easy to follow and alone worth the price of this book. There are also excellent chapters on the use of viscous and viscoelastic substances by Eisner, and the treatment of congenital cataract by Hoyt. The first of these is particularly well-illustrated and covers substances in addition to the much advertised sodium hyaluronate. The chapter by Hoyt could have been improved by discussing the indications for surgery in greater detail.
The chapters on herpes simplex, malignant melanoma, glaucoma and laser trabeculoplasty are all easy to read but are not sufficiently balanced to be recommended. There are useful, well referenced and sensible reviews on intraocular lenses, vitreous surgery, radial keratotomy, diabetic retinopathy and macular disease. Nine of the 13 chapters in this edition can be highly recommended, and at £22 it is excellent value. A There is a short chapter on humoral regulation of blood coagulation factor levels by Karpatkin and Karpatkin, but this largely reports experience in their own laboratory rather than an overview of the entire topic. Finally, Testa describes the synthesis, structure and role of transferrin receptors in normal and malignant cells. This small book contains much interesting, useful and up-to-date information and will prove invaluable for the reader wishing detailed background information on these topics. While it is not the sort ofbook that every haematologist will wish to buy, it should certainly have a place in the haematology library. In the last decade, public and professional interest in medical ethics has grown as rapidly as the number of problems to which it must address itself. There is therefore a market for regular reviews of the subject. The first volume (1983) in this series gave hope of satisfying that market; this volume dashes that hope. It starts with a tired essay on the development of public policy on human research in the United States, that could have been written five years ago. It continues with pairs of essays on the right to health care, genetic screening, occupational health, and fetal therapy. Such an approach inevitably runs the risk of duplication: mostly, the latter is kept within bounds, but discussion, at length, of genetic screening in four separate essays is excessive.
The subjects that appear to have aroused most interest in the last three years in the USA have been heart implants, abortion, and the Baby Doe regulations for the care of handicapped neonates. None ofthese have been discussed in either volume of this series. In view of the high price and the poor proofreading (the first word of the first essay is misspelt), the presence of a couple of good essays is not enough to recommend this book. Though practically every aspect of CAPD in children is dealt with the coverage is uneven, chapters are short and of a variable standard, and there is some overlap. Many of the contributions are preliminary and indicate areas of research rather than firm conclusions. Despite these reservations, the book is essential reading for anyone wishing to advance the understanding or application of CAPD in children, but even paediatric nephrologists will find it hardgoing and will wish to consult it rather than read it from cover to cover. A more concise and clinically orientated introduction to CAPD in children can be found in EndS Stage Renal Disease in Children [Fine Sanders 1984] and there is the added advantage that all aspects of renal failure in children are covered comprehensively in this latter volume.
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